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Constructing A Chest,
The 18th Century Way

Small Talk from a Tall Guy
In this issue of the Sawdust we have the final
installment in the series on constructing a chest the 18th
century way. This last article [right] explains how to get
that fabulous finish on the chest.
At the August meeting the folks from Freud
will be back but this time with a demonstration on how
to build a panel door. If our experience from before is
any indication this should be a very informative
program.
A few highlights to this issue include an
updated list of the DVD’s available in the club’s library
on Page 6. Next month we hope to bring everyone even
more information on our library resources. Maurice is
always looking for suggestions for new materials to
acquire so please do not be shy if you think of anything
we could use.
Lastly, we will be signing up volunteers for
Habitat for Humanity at the August meeting. More
information is on Page 5, but I am looking forward to
spending some time with the other members of the
CWA outside of the meetings and I hope you will join
us in this worthy cause.

This final installment of how to construct an 18th
century chest focuses on the finishing. The tiger maple
used as the primary wood for the chest is tricky to finish
because the ‘stripes’ in the wood are caused by the
exposure of end-grain maple followed by long-grain
maple and back to the end-grain again. Since the
different types of grain absorb stains and finishes
differently it can be difficult to get a consistent look.
For the previous installments of this project we
have tried to let the photographs tell the story but
because the sample strips showing the finish at different
stages of completion all look the same in the
photographs these instructions are all text.
Step 1
Finish the chest with it partially unassembled.
There will be the base, the top, four drawers and the
case. (By having all of the pieces separate you can run
the brush off the edge of the piece and get a consistent
stroke, if you choose to use a brush.)
Sand everything with 180 grit sandpaper. The
top of the case should be sanded to 320 grit.

Best regards,

Step 2

~Peter Stoffel
CWA Secretary

Meeting Time
Meetings of the Charlotte Woodworker’s Association are held
the third Tuesday of each month, except for December.
Meetings are held at the Well of Hope Lutheran (formerly
Incarnation Lutheran Church), 6400 Old Reid Road, Charlotte,
NC (off Archdale Drive).

“Glue wash” the left and right edge of the top of
the case to seal the exposed end grain. Mix
approximately one part of glue with three to four parts
of water. Spread this on the edges with a small acid
brush, cotton swab, or piece of cloth, being careful to
keep the glue wash off the top surface.
Re-sand the wood with the last grit used and
then sand again with one step of grit finer. If you want,
you can wet the wood to raise the grain before doing
this sanding.

A social and refreshment time starts at 5:30pm; our meeting
starts at 6:30pm. Come to the meeting early and get to know
your fellow woodworking enthusiasts!

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

Step 3

Step 8

Die the case using an alcohol based die. For
this project three colors of Trans-tint Behlen alcohol
based dyes were used: 1.) Honey Amber Maple; 2)
Light Brown Mahogany; and 3) Van Dyke Brown.

You are basically done after varnishing but
a final application of Johnson’s paste wax that you
can buy at the super market will add some
protection. After the wax is applied it is wiped off
with a white Scotch Pad and buffed with a clean
cloth.

The die is very toxic and proper precautions
should be taken. Spread the die with a paper towel
on the case. If you get a heavy spot of die straight
alcohol will lighten it up.
Step 4
Rub the dyed wood with a burgundy
colored Scotch Pad to skim sand the surface.

Hints
 Have many sources of light shining on the
piece while applying the various finishes. Use the
glare from the lights to look for thin spots and
other defects in the coatings.

Apply boiled linseed oil. Flood it on with a
paper towel and give it three days to dry/set.

 Only use a semi-gloss varnish for the final top
coat. The particles in a semi-gloss that knock out
the glare can build up and eventually obscure the
grain.

Step 6



Step 5

Seal the wood with a de-waxed clear shellac
often labeled as “white shellac” thinned to a 1 or 11/2 pound cut. The shellac can also be wiped on
with a folded paper towel. Keep adding coats until
the stripes/end-grain is sealed. The sides of the case
receive about five coats and the top about eight
coats.
Between each coat the shellac is very lightly
sanded with a burgundy Scotch Pad. Only 15-20
minutes is needed between each coat, but when it is
very humid out you may need as much as three
hours. Be very careful not to sand through the dye!
For best results sand between the last few
coats with a cork-backed sanding block with 400 grit
sandpaper attached.
Step 7
Varnish the chest. Again, this can be
applied with a paper towel. The varnish needs
about four hours between each coat and a light
sanding with 400 grit sand paper. After every three
coats and before applying the last coat of varnish,
use 1200 grit sand paper and “massage” the wood
with mineral spirits spritzed on.
Keep adding coats of varnish until you have
an “Ah Ha!” moment. Trust your instinct and stop
there.

Practice with the finishes on scrap wood first!

One Special Christmas
Every year the CWA supports a fantastic
local charity called One Special Christmas.
Volunteers donate hand-made furniture, arts, crafts,
and even a log cabin that are auctioned off every
year. The money from the auction buys presents for
needy children referred to the organization by local
churches and agencies. The goal is to give these
children at least one special Christmas in their lives.
Brendon Chapman, one of the organizers of
One Special Christmas, has asked me to pass on
their gratitude for all work in the past and to
encourage CWA members to contribute to this
year’s auction scheduled for November 29th.
Fred and John’s 18th Century Chest will be
going up for auction this year and we hope to report
on many more CWA member projects that make it
to the auction.
More information can be found at:
http://www.onespecialchristmas.org/
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13-Ply Voidless Baltic
Birch Plywood

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUG 4

WORKING WITH VENEER – WOODCRAFT

AUG 4

BASIC ROUTER: PART I – WOODCRAFT

AUG 9

CARVE A HOUND DOG – WOODCRAFT

Heather Howell, the Purchasing Manager
at Mantissa Corporation, recently contacted the
CWA while searching for a supplier to make some
wood parts for her company. While we weren’t
able to help her land a supplier Heather has been
kind enough to extend a generous offer to CWA
members interested in their scrap plywood –at
about ½ the price they sell the scrap to other
buyers.
The Baltic Birch plywood is available in
two sizes: a 15-1/2” x 60” sheet and an 18” x 60”
sheet. Both sizes are 18 mm (~3/4”) thick. The
sheets cost $1.50 each with a $50 minimum order.
That comes out to about $0.24 per Sq. Ft. for the 151/2 wide sheet and $0.20 per Sq. Ft. for the 18” wide
sheet!
You can contact Heather (and thank her
kindly for the discount) at:

AUG 12 CARVING BASICS – WOODCRAFT
AUG 16 HAND-CUT ENGLISH DOVETAILS –
WOODCRAFT
AUG 18 TURNING A PEPPER MILL ON THE LATHE –
WOODCRAFT
AUG 19 LATHE III: LIDDED BOX – WOODCRAFT
AUG 21 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING
AUG 23 BASIC LATHE: PART I – WOODCRAFT
AUG 25 MAKING TURKEY BOX CALLS – WOODCRAFT
AUG 26 INTERIOR TRIM FUNDAMENTALS – WOODCRAFT
AUG 30 INTRODUCTION TO SCROLL SAW: HUMMINGBIRD
PLAQUE – WOODCRAFT

Mantissa Corporation
616 Pressley Road
Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 525-1749
HHowell@MantissaCorporation.Com

SEPT 6 CARVING BASICS: BALL IN A CAGE –
WOODCRAFT
SEPT 9 LATHE VII: NATURAL EDGE BOWL FROM A
BURL – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 13 BANDSAW 101 – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 15 PICTURE FRAMING – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 15 CABINET CASE CONSTRUCTION – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 16 CARVE A COLLECTIBLE COUNTRY SWAN –
WOODCRAFT

Write a Book Review!

SEPT 18 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING
SEPT 20 RAISED PANEL DOOR CONSTRUCTION –
WOODCRAFT
SEPT 22 BASIC LATHE: PART I – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 23 EMBELLISHED SURFACE TEXTURING ON
TURNINGS – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 27 PEN TURNING – WOODCRAFT

We haven’t had any volunteers for writing an
article for the Sawdust so I thought I would try for a
book review. If you have a favorite woodworking
book that has influenced you please consider writing
a little review of it to encourage others to read it too.
Contact Peter Stoffel at PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com or
call 704-822-2425.

SEPT 29 CARVE A FEATHER LAPEL PIN
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The Classified Section
Walnut Wood For Sale
Misc Tools For Sale
Eric Baron (at EricJBaron@GMail.Com or 704663-4803) is helping to liquidate a cabinet maker’s
shop in Mooresville, NC. Some of the tools listed
include:
* Delta model AP400 1hp dust collection units. $100
* Delta model 32-325 13-spindle line borer $750
* ShopFox W1693 Planer/Moulder (no moulding
knives, only the straight planers; single speed unit)
$600

Michael Gayk (at m_gayk@hotmail.com or 803493-4241) recently contact the CWA to list his walnut
for sale. Here is the story:
“I recently purchased a house in Rock Hill, SC, and
along with a barn in the backyard came an attic
full of various lengths and widths of air dried
hardwoods. The previous owner made canoes, and the
wood that was stored is mostly milled to 3/4 thick.
There are a few boards that are 1" thick. Most of the
walnut is no shorter than 5', the longest being
12', 4” to 7" wide. I have about 60 pieces.”
No price was set. Contact Michael to negotiate
for the wood.
WANTED – Cabinet Making Help
Don Hovis is remodeling his kitchen and is
looking for someone with cabinet making experience
that would either make, or help him make, chestnut
faced kitchen cabinets. Contact Don at (704) 618-0076
or DLHovis@Duke-energy.com.

2007 CWA Officers
Bruce Bogust
President
(704) 321-0979
bbogust@carolina.rr.com
* Blum FA-01011 Mini-Press/Hinge Borer (have been
finding numerous bits of Blum hardware we'd let go
with the press) $1,200
* Delta 1.5 hp table saw
* Kobalt 60 gallon shop compressor (oil lubed, 220v
motor, Lowe's item #3692) $175
* Porter Cable model 362 4 x 24 belt sander. Make
offer
* DeWalt DW421 Orbital Sander (have 2). Make offer
* Makita 3 x 18 belt sander. Make offer

Phil Ashley
(704) 519-5662
Vice President (in Charge of Programming)
PhillipjAshley@aol.com

Fred Miller
Treasurer
(704) 375-0306
fredmiller2@gmail.com

Peter Stoffel
Secretary
(704) 822-2425
PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com

continued on page 6
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The Classified Section









Continued…

½ in. Drill Press Chuck & Key,
5/32 in. Master Allen Wrench,
Goggles,
Push Stick,
Optional Casters and
Operation Handbook
A complete storage system is also available.
Price: $ 650.oo

Please contact: Bill Golden 704-519-6826
or 704-525-9691

Treasurer Report
NORTHSTATE MP-1

Deposits :

June
$79.00

July
$51.00

Disbursements:

$38.66

$21.43

M U L TI PU R P OS E ( 5 - i n- 1 ) T OO L
S eri al Nu m ber: B 0 0 0 4 9 1
M f g. D a te: A pri l , 1 9 8 2
This tool was Imported & sold by LeNeave
Supply Charlotte, NC. Manufactured by Fuso
Industries Taiwan. It is a Shopsmith Clone, but
much better constructed than a TotalShop.
This machine sat under a pile of other
equipment at LeNeave, broken. I have cleaned &
rebuilt the machine. The machine has blemishes on
the outside but THE INSIDE IS NEW. This
machine has NEVER BEEN USED. It is complete
& includes the following items:
 Main Table with standard saw insert Extension
Table,
 Miter Gauge with Safety Grip,
 Rip Fence,
 Upper & Lower Saw Guards,
 1-1/4 in. Saw Arbor,
 10 in. Combination Carbide Saw Blade,
 Arbor Wrench,
 Lathe Tail Stock,
 Tool Rest,
 Spur & Dead Centers,
 12 in. Sanding Disc with Paper,

Habitat for Humanity
Meeting all of your fellow woodworking
enthusiasts once a month is fabulous, but wouldn’t it be
nice to pick up some tools and work should-to-shoulder
with one another for a day? We thought so too, but
couldn’t find anyone with a shop large enough for the
entire club. When someone suggested volunteering
with Habitat for Humanity we jumped on the idea.
We will be signing up volunteers at the August
CWA meeting. The form will then be submitted to the
Charlotte Habitat for Humanity chapter and they will
give us a work date for some time in October,
November or December of this year.
If you can not make the monthly meeting but
would like to sign up anyway please contact Phil
Ashley.
We believe we will have a strong showing and
hope everyone will make the most of the opportunity to
spend some time with other CWA members outside of
the meetings.
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DVD’s Available in the Library
By Maurice Blackburn
The CWA Web Page’s listing of books is out of
date. It also does not list any of the videos or DVD’s
which are available. We will be updating this in the
near future.

Since last Fall, we agreed that we would
purchase no more videos but switch instead to DVD’s.
Here is a list of tittles we have added since then:

ITEM
2036
2037
2038

TITLE
Best of Fine Woodworking
Woodworking in Action Issue 2
Mastering Woodworking Machines

Author/Presenter
Fine Woodworking
G Blackburn
Mark Duginskie

Comments
CD from FW magazine

2039
2040
2041
2042

Mastering Your Table Saw
The Versatile Router
Router Joinery
Fine Woodworking Video Tips Vol 1

Kelly Mehler
Pat Warner
Gary Rogowski
Fine Woodworking

DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton

2043
2044
2045
2046

Router Jigs & Techniques
Wood Finishing
Mastering Your Bandsaw
Hand Tool Techniques Part 1: Plane
Sharpening
Hand Tool Techniques Part 2: Hand
Planing
Hand Tool Techniques Part 3:
Precision Shooting Simplified
Basic Box Making
Hand -Applied Finishes
Tage Frid
Hand Tools - Tuning and Using

Mass & Fortune
Frank Klausz
Mark Duginske
David Charlesworth

DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Lie-Nielsen

David Charlesworth

DVD Lie-Nielsen

David Charlesworth

DVD Lie-Nielsen

Doug Stowe
Jeff Jewitt

DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton
DVD Taunton

2047
2048
2049
2050
2051
2052

Frank Klausz

The Books Videos and DVD’s are stored in our two
cabinets at the Well of Hope Lutheran Church, where
we hold our monthly meetings and are available for
inspection and borrowing at the meetings.
Any suggestion you may have for additions to the
library would be very welcome.
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DVD Taunton

CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS
ASSOCIATION SPONSORS
Please thank them every time you use their services.

HORIZON FOREST PRODUCTS
Chad Mitchell, Manager
839 Exchange Street
Charlotte, NC 28208
704-369-0485

WOODCRAFT
Mr. David Boyuka
1725 Windsor Square Drive
Matthews, NC 28105
(704) 847-8300

THE WOODWORKING SHOP OF CHARLOTTE
Jim Rivers, Manager
4728 South Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 521-8886
Show your CWA membership card and receive benefits
(except power tools and wood)

CWA MENTOR PROGRAM
The following members have offered their help to
anyone interested in learning skills or new techniques in their
area of interest. Contact each person to arrange times to get
together if interested.

Bill Golden
Shopsmith & Accessories
704.525.9691
popstoyshop@yahoo.com
Wayne Manahan
Sharpening
704.786.0768
wmanahan@vnet.net

If you are willing to mentor new woodworkers
please let us know and add yourself to the list. Thank you!

" Woodworkers are TREE-Mendous!"
-Unknown

Peter Stoffel
213 Village Glen Way
Mount Holly, NC 28120
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