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Small Talk from a Tall Guy
I am so close. You have no idea how excited I
am. The Romex cable has been purchased, new circuit
breakers are waiting to be installed, and I have read up
on how to wire everything together according to the
building code without killing myself or burning down
my house. By the November meeting there should be
220 volts of electricity available in my basement, ready
to spin the blade on the cabinet saw that has been sitting
in my garage since June.
It feels like a watershed moment. I will finally
be able to start many of the projects I have been
dreaming about. My wife will finally realize how loud
these tools can be and will start to ask me how difficult
it would be to sound proof the shop. And at the CWA
meetings I may actually have some useful experience to
contribute.
Now all I have to do is disassemble the fence
rails and cast iron top to get it to fit through the
basement door. That shouldn’t take too long to put
back into perfect alignment, right? Maybe an hour or
two? Hey! Why are you experienced old-timers giving
me that Knowing/Pitying Smile again?!?
Well, maybe my “watershed moment” will be
more like an “early Christmas Present”…
Best regards,
~Peter Stoffel
CWA Secretary

Meeting Time
Meetings of the Charlotte Woodworker’s Association are held
the third Tuesday of each month, except for December.
Meetings are held at the Well of Hope Lutheran (formerly
Incarnation Lutheran Church), 6400 Old Reid Road, Charlotte,
NC (off Archdale Drive).

Festool Demonstration

Dan Durant, the Southeast Sales Manager for
Festool gave a presentation at our October meeting
focusing on the new Festool Domino. But he also
brought by a number of cool Festool toys that really
give you a sense for the innovation behind these tools.
The common element to the various tools was
the High Velocity, Low Volume vacuum that attached
to all of the tools. The vacuum is clearly designed with
woodworkers in mind because of the standard HEPA
filtration and anti-static hose. But what really set it
apart is the variable speed –it won’t pull the tool to the
work piece while you are sanding.
The first thing Dan attached to the vacuum was
the circular saw. This saw looks fundamentally
different from the saws you see at Home Depot, even
though you recognize it for what it is in an instant. The
demonstrated 10 Amp saw uses a 6-1/4 diameter blade
that is noticeably smaller than what you are used to on a
circular saw. Interestingly there is a riving knife that
drops down behind the saw blade when you are
cutting. With the rail system guiding the saw you will
grab this tool to cut your sheet goods and much else
before you decide to turn on your table saw.

A social and refreshment time starts at 5:30pm; our meeting
starts at 6:30pm. Come to the meeting early and get to know
your fellow woodworking enthusiasts!
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Habitat for Humanity
Saturday November 10th
Last month Bruce Bogust, Phil Ashley, Peter
Stoffel and Tom Gray volunteered for the day with
Habitat for Humanity. Our CWA members were joined
by members of UNC Charlotte’s academic accounting
fraternity to trim the interior of the house and to build &
install the railings for the front porch.

The last of the cool Festool toys before Dan
showed us the Domino was the 1400 Watt router.
Festool rates their routers by wattage to give a more
“honest” number than peak HP. The router also
worked with the rail system and vacuum, and it has a
very clever chip collector that pops on when you are
doing edge work. The router was really the tool that
reminded you that Festool is a European company, the
depth gauge for the plunge base is metric and the
collettes for the unit are ¼”, ½” and 8 millimeter.

Your nest opportunity to work side-by-side
with your fellow CWA members is coming on Saturday
November 10th (8:00 AM to 4:00 PM) when we are
scheduled to add the siding to new house. The CWA is
providing lunch for our members and guests in
attendance. Children over 15 and spouses are
encouraged to attend.

The Domino was the highlight of the evening.
Its ability to cut an oblong slot using an oscillating
router bit is very clever. The various sized beach wood
dominos that fit into the slots offer the alignment
benefits of a biscuit but add a structural component to
the joint. And the largest Dominos offer a LOT of
strength. As you expect after seeing the previous tools,
continued on page 3

To RSVP for the event (so that we have food for
you…) or for more information please contact Phil
Ashley at PhillipjAshley@aol.com or (704) 519-5662.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOV 1

TOOL SHARPENING – WOODCRAFT

NOV 3

BASIC ROUTER: PART I – WOODCRAFT

NOV 3

CREATIVE CUTTING BOARDS – WOODCRAFT

NOV 4

LATHE II: BOWLS – WOODCRAFT

NOV 8

BEGINNING SCROLL SAW: FRETWORK CROSS –
WOODCRAFT

the cutters are quickly and easily changed to cut
different thickness slots, the motor is quiet, and there
is an innovative registration system using retractable
pins on the face of the tool to help you have the holes
in both pieces line up perfectly.

NOV 11 CARVE A WELSH LOVE SPOON – WOODCRAFT
NOV 15 FINISHING: FRENCH POLISH – WOODCRAFT
NOV 17 SHARPENING CARVING TOOLS – WOODCRAFT
NOV 18 BASIC LATHE: PART I – WOODCRAFT
NOV 20 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING
NOV 22 HAPPY THANKSGIVING! GOBBLE GOBBLE!
NOV 29 PEN TURNING – WOODCRAFT
NOV 29 ONE SPECIAL CHRISTMAS AUCTION
DEC 1

ROUTER II: MAKE A HINGED BOX –
WOODCRAFT

DEC 2

TURN A RECTANGULAR BOWL – WOODCRAFT

DEC 6

CARVE A BEAR – WOODCRAFT

DEC 9

INTERIOR TRIM FUNDAMENTALS – WOODCRAFT

My only regret for the evening was that Dan
didn’t bring two of every tool so that he could pass
one around while he was demonstrating the other.
That way I could try to sneak off with the second tool
while he wasn’t looking… Alas, that wasn’t the case,
so it looks like I will only get a Festool by buying one.
Unfortunately they aren’t inexpensive. According to
my unscientific internet search the router goes for
$405.00, the circular saw for $440.00 and the Domino
for $750.00, but for that price you do get the
Mercedes of power tools.

DEC 11 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS CHRISTMAS
DINNER - SECOND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH!
OLE SMOKEHOUSE, 1513 MONTFORD DRIVE,
CHARLOTTE, NC 28209

Please Write a Book Review!

DEC 13 RAISED PANEL DOOR CONSTRUCTION –
WOODCRAFT
DEC 15 ARTISTIC BOWL WITH TOP AND FINIAL –
WOODCRAFT
DEC 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS!
DEC 27 DUCK HEAD WALKING CANE – WOODCRAFT
JAN 5

INLAY TECHNIQUES – WOODCRAFT

JAN 10 FINISHING: FRENCH POLISH – WOODCRAFT

Well it is official. Last month I asked if anyone
actually read this grayed out section and no one sent me
an e-mail to say “yes”. But that is a great reason to write
a book review –folks will actually read it because it is in
the white section! So help make this newsletter even
better by contributing a short book review. Remember,
your review is redeemable for a free DVD rental from the
CWA library.
Contact Peter Stoffel at PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com or call
704-822-2425.
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The Classified Section
Sorry, there isn’t anything for sale this month.
Please keep in mind that this newsletter is distributed to
the active and inactive members of the CWA, so if you a
looking to sell something a lot of people will see it.
If you have something to sell, we can help!
You do not need to be a member to place a Classified Ad!
If you have any items that you think would be of interest to
our membership please contact
PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com to have your ad appear in the
next issue of The Sawdust.

Jackson Park Ministries to set
up Woodshop
Jim Emery of Jackson Park Ministries contacted
the CWA asking for assistance as they prepare to set up a
woodshop on their campus. The ministry runs some
unique programs in the Charlotte area. Located next to
the Charlotte Douglas International Airport, the ministry
was able to purchase many of the old military barracks
located behind the church, built from back in the era
when the airport was known as Morris Field. They have
renovated the housing and now have 16 apartments the
church uses for transitional housing for needy families
and single mothers while they provide assistance to get
them back on their feet. The assistance takes the form of
a one year program of parenting classes, financial
counseling, job’s class, etc… The motto of the “Tough
Love” program is give people a “hand up, not a hand
out”.
With that philosophy in mind, the primary goal
of the woodshop, or as they call it, a “Furniture
Ministry”, is to teach folks how to repair and re-finish
donated furniture which they can then take with them
when they move out of church housing. The secondary
goal is to teach members how to build furniture that they
could also take with them. Lastly, Jackson Park
Ministries is home to Cub Scout Pack 408 and they
foresee using the workshop to introduce children to
woodworking by building simple projects like
birdhouses.
For more information about Jackson Park
Ministries you can read their web site at:
http://www.jacksonpark.org/

One Special Christmas This
November!
This column hasn’t changed much since we
started posting pictures of Fred & John’s 18th Century
Chest that they are donating to One Special Christmas
for the annual auction. But now the auction is almost
upon us! Thursday November 29th is the big day. If
you have always wanted a log cabin for your back
yard or have been eyeing that 18th century chest since
the summer don’t miss this worth while event.
Brendon Chapman, one of the organizers of
One Special Christmas, has asked me to pass on their
gratitude for all work in the past and to encourage
CWA members to contribute to this year’s auction
scheduled for November 29th.
Fred and John’s 18th Century Chest will be
going up for auction this year and we hope to report
on many more CWA member projects that make it to
the auction.
More information can be found at:
http://www.onespecialchristmas.org/

CWA Christmas Dinner
The annual Christmas dinner is held this year
on the SECOND Tuesday in December, the 11th at the
Ole Smokehouse (1513 Montford Drive, Charlotte NC
28209). Please make a note of this change and don’t be
surprised when the church doors are locked on the
third Tuesday of the month…
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What Our Members are
Working on

2007 CWA Officers
Bruce Bogust
President
(704) 321-0979
bbogust@carolina.rr.com

At the September meeting we sent around a
form and asked our members to tell us what projects
they are working on, even the ones that won’t be
finished until 2009. Here is a partial list of the
responses which highlights the diversity in the club.
We plan to publish photos of the projects as they are
completed. Stay tuned!
Mike Smith
Fred Miller
John Goodson
Scott Coble
Bill Golden
Bob Fields
Greg Smith
Tom Willis
Bruce Bogust
Mike Pleso

Phil Ashley
(704) 519-5662
Vice President (in Charge of
Programming)
PhillipjAshley@aol.com

Hall Table
Another run of clocks
Chippendale Chest
CD/DVD Cabinet
Shop Cabinets and client projects
Plantation Desk
Entertainment Center Consoles
Boxes
Federal ½-ellipse Table
Table

Fred Miller
Treasurer
(704) 375-0306
fredmiller2@gmail.com

Peter Stoffel
Secretary
(704) 822-2425
PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com

Maurice Blackburn
Librarian
(704) 396-8780
MBlackburn1@Carolina.RR.Com

CWA Elections
Elections are in the air. Campaign platforms
are getting analyzed by the constituents, stump
speeches are being prepared, babies are being kissed.
You guessed it – it is time to elect the officers of the
Charlotte Woodworkers Association!
If you would like to run the meetings, find
interesting and informative programming for the
meetings, keep track of all of the money, or the most
prized position of them all, writing the monthly
newsletter –THIS IS YOUR BIG CHANCE!
The CWA is only as good as the effort put
forth by its members. If you believe you have
something to contribute please don’t be shy, we
would love to have you run for the position of your
choice.
If being an officer of the organization doesn’t
appeal to you then feel free to volunteer for any
special projects that you would like to see happen,
such as organizing a summer barbeque, or putting
together a fundraiser. Take this opportunity to get
more deeply involved. This is your club and it can be
whatever you want it to be.

Wayne Manahan
Web Site
(704) 786-0768
WManahan@VNet.Net

Treasurer Report
Deposits :

July
August
$51.00 $78.00

Disbursements: $21.43 $26.75
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Sept.
Oct.
$107.00 $30.00
$230.01 $182.27

Library Books and Videos
By Maurice Blackburn
Over the past two issues of The Sawdust we
have published a listing of the Library’s DVD collection
and a partial list of the books available for borrowing by
members. This month the list continues with another
installment. We hope you use this tremendous resource.
Borrowing a DVD for a month cost $1.00 but there is no
fee to borrow books.
ITEM

TITLE

We are also looking for “Book Reports” written
by our members that we can publish in The Sawdust.
The goal is to have a monthly column that will highlight
a different book each month. If you are interested in
assisting please contact PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com.

AUTHOR

1058

Clocks in Color

Andrew Nicholls

1059

American Clocks

Anitha Schorsch

1060

How to Make Animated Toys

1061

Build Your Own Wood Toys

1062

Shaker Clock Makers

James Gibbs

1063

Ansonia Clocks

Ansonia Clock Co.

1064

Making Your Own String Instruments

David Calvert

1065

Penrose Hoopes

1067

Connecticut ClockMakers
Musical Instruments of the S. Applich.
Mtns.
The Mountain Dulcumer

1068

Merritt's Antiques Catalog

1069

Handbook of Airfoil Sections

M.S. Rice

1070

How to Carve Wood

Richard Butz

1071

Make & Play the Dulcimore

Hines, Chet

1072

WoodCarving (Drake Home)

William Wheeler

1073

The Book of Woodcarving

Charles Sayers

1074

WoodCarving

William Wheeler

1075

Chip Carving

Wayne Barton

1076

Guide to Furniture Refinish. & Antiquing

McGraw-Hill

1077

A Museum of Early American Tools

Eric Sloane

1078

Illustrated List of Planes & Plane Irons

Sandusky Tool Co.

1079

How to Make Wooden Planes

David Perch

1080

Fine Woodworking Planes & Chisels

Fine Woodworking

1081

Decoration, Handbook of Early American

Edith Cramer

1082

Tools, Early and Equipment

Elmer Smith

1083

Gold Leaf Techniques

Raymond LeBlanc

1058

Clocks in Color

Andrew Nicholls

1066

COMMENT

Old Catalog

John Irwin
Howard Mitchell
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Instructions, plans, music
Techniques & Projects

CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS
ASSOCIATION SPONSORS
Please thank them every time you use their services.

HORIZON FOREST PRODUCTS
Chad Mitchell, Manager
839 Exchange Street
Charlotte, NC 28208
704-369-0485

WOODCRAFT
Mr. David Boyuka
1725 Windsor Square Drive
Matthews, NC 28105
(704) 847-8300

THE WOODWORKING SHOP OF CHARLOTTE
Jim Rivers, Manager
4728 South Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 521-8886
Show your CWA membership card and receive benefits
(except power tools and wood)

CWA MENTOR PROGRAM
The following members have offered their help to
anyone interested in learning skills or new techniques in their
area of interest. Contact each person to arrange times to get
together if interested.

Bill Golden
Shopsmith & Accessories
704.525.9691
popstoyshop@yahoo.com
Wayne Manahan
Sharpening
704.786.0768
wmanahan@vnet.net

If you are willing to mentor new woodworkers
please let us know and add yourself to the list. Thank you!

"Got Wood?”
-T-shirt at the Klingspor Woodworking
Show

Peter Stoffel
213 Village Glen Way
Mount Holly, NC 28120
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