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Restoring Antique Tools

NEW MEETING
LOCATION!!!
The July 15th meeting of the Charlotte
Woodworkers Association is going to be held in the
woodshop of Jackson Park Ministries.
A map to the meeting location is on page 6
along with a satellite-view map that most clearly marks
the location of the warehouse. (Thanks to the Charlotte
Wood Turners for the map!)
If you have any questions (or get lost!) please
do not hesitate to call me on my cell phone:
(704) -998-9555
Or try Fred Miller on his cell phone at:
(704) 650-8520

The June meeting was a fascinating
presentation on how to restore antique tools by Brian
Coe, who works as the Director of Buildings and
Exhibitions at the Old Salem Museums and Gardens
near Winston-Salem, and is the proprietor of Plane
Designs, specializing in museum quality reproductions
of classic American furniture.

Best regards,
~Peter Stoffel
Former CWA Secretary

Meeting Time and (the usual) Place
Meetings of the Charlotte Woodworker’s Association are held
the third Tuesday of each month, except for December.
Meetings are held at the Well of Hope Lutheran (formerly
Incarnation Lutheran Church), 6400 Old Reid Road, Charlotte,
NC (off Archdale Drive), but please not that this month’s
meeting is at the Jackson Park Ministry’s woodshop, direction
son page 6.
A social and refreshment time starts at 5:30pm; our meeting
starts at 6:30pm. Come to the meeting early and get to know
your fellow woodworking enthusiasts!

Brian started off the presentation discussing the
various classic tools that can be found at flea markets
and yard sales and then explained how to evaluate the
tools to determine if they can go in your tool box or if
they are only good for decoration. The tools included
hand saws, chisels, braces and various bits, and of
course hand planes. Lots of hand planes: wooden
planes, metal planes, a lie Nielsen bronze body plane,
molding planes… It was fantastic.
When evaluating any of the tools listed above
the most universal concern is for rust. While the rust
can be removed (gently with sand paper and TLC or
aggressively with a wire brush grinding wheel) you
need to decide if there is only surface rust or a deeper
pitting of the metal. Pits along the cutting edge of any
tool often means that the tool isn’t worth purchasing
because the work and time involved to restore the tool
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isn’t justified if, in the end, the cuts from the tool will
be mediocre or worse. Keep in mind that pitting from
rust on a non-critical area of the tool may be quite
acceptable.

In the photo above, from the bottom up, are
two auger bits that can be mounted in the brace. Brian
explained that the lower bit was not in usable condition
because the fine threads on the tip of the bit (that pull it
into the wood as you drill) are worn an not repairable.
Also the ‘wings’ on the edge of the bit were sharpened
inward, which means that as the bit progresses into the
wood the flutes will jam because the hole has been cut
too small. Knowing what to look for and having a
good bit for comparison was a real asset in learning to
evaluate the tools.
Above the two auger style bits is a spade bit in
good condition as seen by the sharp ‘wings’ that cut the
wood as it drills. If the wings have been rounded over
during sharpening the bit is not worth buying even if it
isn’t rusty. By the way, the advantage of the spade
style bit is that you can bore a hole at an angle while
the auger bit below generally need to cut into the wood
straight.
The spoon bit, mounted into the brace, is a new
bit. If you come across one at your local flea market
they were commonly used by chair makers to drill the
holes for chair rails. The bit’s shape allows it to cut
when rotated in either direction which is useful in close
quarters.

Tool Cords
By Mike C Smith
Do you have a shelf or drawer where you put
your 'corded' tools and when you go to get one, the
cords are sometimes a problem to untangle? Or, you
pick up your corded tool and the cord catches on other
stuff. Well I did, but I don't have the cord tangle
problem any more.
I found something that works for me so I'm
passing it along to you. I got the idea from a coworker
from New York. We got to talking about our shops and
he told me about a technique he uses to wrap up his
cords that he read about in a wood magazine some time
ago. My friend uses a scrap piece of some type of PVC
that works just right for him.

I actually could not find a piece of PVC that
was the right size so I started looking around for stuff I
could use. The cardboard toilet paper roll works, but
it's a little too small, then I cut the ends off of a plastic
Coke bottle and it works but it's a little too big, then I
cut the ends off of the water bottle in the picture and it
is exactly the right size.
I'm sure a person could get fancy and turn a
block of scrap wood into something like this, but I just
don't have the time for that. Some of you know how I
like to take a piece of trash and turn it into something
useful. This idea worked for me, it's easy to do and
when I loose one of these (which I do, don't ask me
where they go) I just save an empty water bottle and
make another one.
Keep the sawdust flowing,
Mike

Continued on page 3
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JUNE 26 CARVE A WELSH LOVE SPOON – WOODCRAFT
JULY 3

BASIC FINISHING – WOODCRAFT

JULY 10 CARVE A FACE ON A GOLF BALL – WOODCRAFT
JULY 13 LATHE II: BOWLS – WOODCRAFT
JULY 15 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING AT
JACKSON PACK MINISTRIES 6:30 PM
JULY 17 INTRODUCTION TO SCROLL SAW: HUMMINGBIRD
PLAQUE – WOODCRAFT
JULY 19 CABINET CASE CONSTRUCTION – WOODCRAFT
JULY 19 RAISED PANEL DOOR CONSTRUCTION –
WOODCRAFT
JULY 20 FINISHING: FRENCH POLISH – WOODCRAFT
JULY 24 CARVE A SWAN – WOODCRAFT
JULY 26 PEN TURNING – WOODCRAFT
JULY 27 LATHE III: LIDDED BOX – WOODCRAFT
AUG 2

WORKING WITH VENEER – WOODCRAFT

AUG 2

BASIC ROUTER: PART I – WOODCRAFT

AUG 3

LIDDED BOWL – WOODCRAFT

AUG 7

CARVE A WELSH LOVE SPOON – WOODCRAFT

AUG 10 EMBELLISHED SURFACE TEXTURING ON
TURNED PLATTER – WOODCRAFT

The next section of the presentation delved
into bench planes. Many members would like to find
high-quality classic bench planes that may be able to
rival Lie-Nielson plane but at a fraction of the cost.
For example, the Staley Bedrock series of bench
planes was their high-quality line marketed to the
professional woodworker. (A non-pristine example
of a No. 4 Bedrock plane has just sold on e-bay for
$125, which is still $100 less than the equivalent new
Lie-Nielsen sold at Woodcraft.)
When examining a plane, start again with
rust and pitting. If it is acceptable, next focus on the
blade. Many older blades are a combination of steel
at the cutting area and softer iron behind that. Make
sure that there is plenty of steal left for re-sharpening
the blade. If you are not familiar with the name
brand of the bench plane you are looking at, or forgot
to bring your Stanley collector’s guide book, you can
still evaluate the plane: Check that all of the parts are
present.
Continued on page 4

AUG 13 PETER STOFFEL’S BIRTHDAY. WOO HOO!

Please Write a Book Review!

AUG 19 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING
SEPT 11 TABLE SAW USE & SAFETY – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 14 BASIC LATHE: PART I – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 16 CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS MEETING
SEPT 18 CARVE A WELSH LOVE SPOON-HEART DESIGN –
WOODCRAFT
SEPT 20 PEN TURNING – WOODCRAFT

Well it is official. Last month I asked if anyone
actually read this grayed out section and no one sent me
an e-mail to say “yes”. But that is a great reason to write
a book review –folks will actually read it because it is in
the white section! So help make this newsletter even
better by contributing a short book review. Remember,
your review is redeemable for a free DVD rental from the
CWA library.

SEPT 25 SCROLLSAW MARQUETRY – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 27 LUMBER PREPARATION – WOODCRAFT
SEPT 27 PICTURE FRAMING – WOODCRAFT

Contact Phil Ashley at PhillipjAshley@aol.com or (704)
519-5662.

SEPT 28 LATHE VII: NATURAL EDGE BOWL –
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Lastly, with any wooden planes you need to
pay clase attention to the quality of the wood.

The Classified Section
Sorry, there isn’t anything for sale this month.
Please keep in mind that this newsletter is distributed to
the active and inactive members of the CWA, so if you a
looking to sell something a lot of people will see it.
If you have something to sell, we can help!
You do not need to be a member to place a Classified Ad!
If you have any items that you think would be of interest to
our membership please contact
PStoffel@Carolina.RR.Com to have your ad appear in the
next issue of The Sawdust.

In the photo above it is difficult to see, but the plane
on the left is actually warped. If you put your hand on
the place you could rock it forward and backward.
Obviously that kind of warp makes that plane useless
unless you plan on creating a piece of furniture with a
curved edge of the same radius as the warp…

Wooden molding planes is another type of plane
frequently found while searching out used woodworking
tools. In the photograph above, the top plane is a
reproduction of the bottom plane that was made in a
class tought by Brian. Many members who are
unfamiliar with wooden planes were surprised at just
how well these planes worked when Brian demonstrated
them. While an equivalent plane manufactured from
metal is probably available from Lie-Nelson and other
high-end manufacturers, the wooden planes were
extremely effective at a fraction of the cost.
Many wooden planes are designed for making
wood moldings. The bottom of the plane and the cutting
blade are shaped to cut the profile. Careful examination
of profile is important. The edges and corners of hand
cut molding should be crisp and sharp. Today’s mass
produced moldings often have softer edges that are less
distinct. The blades on molding planes are frequently
made of a softer steel that can be sharpened with files.
Harder steels wil require a small stone to shrapen the
blade’s contours.

On a side note, everyone liked Brian’s
portable work bench that he brought to our meeting.
It has a vice on the face that you can see in the photo
as well as another one on the far end of the bench. The
bench mounts on a base but in this situation is was
simpler to clamp it to the table. If anyone is inspired
to build something similar for the club please contact
Bruce. This could be very useful for future
presentations.

The Sawdust 4

What Our Members are
Working on
At the September ‘07 meeting we sent around a
form and asked our members to tell us what projects
they are working on, “even the ones that won’t be
finished until 2009.” Here is a partial list of the
responses which highlights the diversity in the club. At
this month’s meeting we plan to ask people how the
projects are coming and to try to get some photos for
next month’s newsletter. Stay tuned!
Mike Smith
Fred Miller
John Goodson
Scott Coble
Bill Golden
Bob Fields
Greg Smith
Tom Willis
Bruce Bogust
Mike Pleso

2007 CWA Officers
Bruce Bogust
President
(704) 321-0979
bbogust@carolina.rr.com

Photo
Coming
Soon!

Hall Table
Another run of clocks
Chippendale Chest
CD/DVD Cabinet
Shop Cabinets and client projects
Plantation Desk
Entertainment Center Consoles
Boxes
Restoring a clock.
Table

David Powles
Vice President, in-charge of
programming
(704) 506-0403
Sorry, no e-mail available

Fred Miller
Treasurer
(704) 375-0306
fredmiller2@gmail.com

Phil Ashley
(704) 519-5662
Secretary
PhillipjAshley@aol.com

Maurice Blackburn
Librarian
(704) 396-8780
MBlackburn1@Carolina.RR.Com
Wayne Manahan
Web Site
(704) 786-0768
WManahan@VNet.Net
What can I say?
We had a little blank space this month…

Treasurer Report
Opening Balance: $3,451.69

(5/1/08)

June
Deposits :
$137.00
Disbursements: $264.10
Closing Balance: $3,324.59
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(5/30/08)

Directions to Jackson Park Ministries

From the intersection of I-85 and Billy Graham Parkway:
1.)
Take Billy Graham Parkway South.
2.)
Turn Right on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be after the main entrance to the airport)
3.)
Turn Right on Airport Drive.
4.)
First left on Sentry Post Drive.
5.)
At the end of Sentry Post Drive there is driveway on the left. Enter here. Using the photo above, drive down
the driveway and around to the warehouse with the “x” on the top.
From the intersection of South Tryon Street and Billy Graham Parkway (where Woodlawn turns in to Billy Graham. Also
exit 6 from I-77.):
1.)
Take Billy Graham Parkway North.
2.)
Turn Left on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be at the light after the Tyvola Road exit)
3.)
Follow from Step 3 above…
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CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS
ASSOCIATION SPONSORS
Please thank them every time you use their services.

HORIZON FOREST PRODUCTS
…has left Charlotte. We look forward to their return
in another year or two.
Chad Mitchell, Manager
704-369-0485

WOODCRAFT
Mr. David Boyuka
1725 Windsor Square Drive
Matthews, NC 28105
(704) 847-8300

THE WOODWORKING SHOP OF CHARLOTTE
Jim Rivers, Manager
4728 South Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28217
(704) 521-8886
Show your CWA membership card and receive benefits
(except power tools and wood)

CWA MENTOR PROGRAM
The following members have offered their help to
anyone interested in learning skills or new techniques in their
area of interest. Contact each person to arrange times to get
together if interested.

Bill Golden
Shopsmith & Accessories
704.525.9691
popstoyshop@yahoo.com
Wayne Manahan
Sharpening
704.786.0768
wmanahan@vnet.net

If you are willing to mentor new woodworkers
please let us know and add yourself to the list. Thank you!

"I can turn the highest quality lumber into
kindling and sawdust”
-Unknown

Peter Stoffel
213 Village Glen Way
Mount Holly, NC 28120
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