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The Charlotte Woodworkers Association
will be participating in the “Mathews Alive
Festival” on Labor Day Weekend
August 31st thru September 2nd

Inlay Stringing
CWA’s Greg Smith provided a demonstration of
techniques and tools for inlaying contrasting stringing,
banding and panels into another wood. This decoration
was used on the Federal and Hepplewhite furniture; as
in candle lit rooms it would stand out when looking at
the furniture.

This annual celebration is dedicated to the support of
local non-profit organizations through music, arts and
community involvement.
See www.matthewsalive.org for festival details.
The Arts and Crafts events are Saturday thru Monday.
Visit CWA in the Cultural Center.

See the leg sample below that shows both the
“stringing” and the “panel” inlays that creates a “cool,
impressive, and expensive” leg, noted Greg.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 2, 2013: No Monday Night Open Shop at JPM
September 9th and 16th, 2013: Monday Night Open Shop
at JPM – 5:30pm
September 17, 2013: CHARLOTTE WOODWORKERS
ASSOCIATION, INC. MEETING - A social and refreshment
time starts at 5:30pm; our meeting starts at 6:30pm. “Throw
Away Your Wood Filler” is the title of the demonstration Bruce
Bogust will provide on techniques to fill cracks, gaps and holes
so that they do not show in a finished project.
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(Continued on page 3)

Treasurer's Report: as of 7/31/13
Opening balance
Deposits
Checks
Closing balance

August Items from the Woodpile

3952.08
1010.00
1316.70
3645.38

SHOP SAFETY: Shop safety efforts include
upcoming completion of “Shop Safety Manuals”.
Additionally, on Monday nights a member will be
designated “Shop Foreman” and that person will
ensure safety is a priority of those using equipment.
Safety glasses with side shields will be required of all
and ear protection is recommended. Members were
reminded the shop is for member projects not
commercial use.

.

WOODCRAFT STORE IN CHARLOTTE
UPCOMING CLASSES.
See Woodcraft of Charlotte Website for September classes at:
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=507&page=classes
#########

INTERESTED IN MARQUETRY
See www.carolinamarquetry.com
Beth Woody of the Marquetarians of the Carolinas will
be teaching a marquetry class at NC State University on
September 28 and 29. Further information will be seen
at www.ncsu.edu/crafts

CWA CLOTHING: John Seaman will be taking fall
and winter orders for CWA-branded clothing at the
September meeting. This is his deadline to get items
ordered. He has minimum piece requirements; so
please get your requests into John.
SECRETARY and NEWSLETTER: Vance Smith,
CWA’s Secretary is moving from the area and
everyone thanked him for his work on the newsletter
and meetings during this past year. Rob Andrews
volunteered and was selected to be the Secretary in
the interim and Roger Callahan will assist with the
CWA newsletter.
HART’s SQUARE EVENT: Hart’s Square is an
event outside of Hickory.
(see http://www.catawbahistory.org/hart_square.php )
A log cabin community of restored cabins has been
created. The community is opened once a year and
this year it will be on Saturday, October the 26th.
Many artisans demonstrate period techniques.
Contact Bob Fields (704-393-1282) by September 1st
and tickets are $35.00.
NEW CWA LIBRARIAN: Maurice Blackburn will be
transitioning from his role as librarian for CWA and Bob
Meunier has volunteered to assume this role. Much thanks
and our appreciation to Maurice for his many years serving
in this capacity and providing our members a well stocked
lending library of woodworking related books, magazine
compilations, instructive videos and DVDs, and tools.
ONE SPECIAL CHRISTMAS: CWA members annually
provide many items for this charity auction. This year the
auction will be on Saturday, November 30th. Time to get
you projects ready and we’ll have more details as the date
approaches
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Inlay Stringing
(Continued from Page 1)

Greg focused his demonstration on the stringing and
skipped the banding and panels. He said he learned
techniques from a Garrett Hack class. He noted CWA
has a few videos on the techniques in the club library that
you can check out.

Remember to watch any angle changes near top of leg
when using router with fence. Don’t use a plunge router;
too wobbly. The start and stop point are the trickiest.
When you plunge you get a little wobble and that can
mess up the crispness of the corner.

Overview of Steps:
Cut the groove
Make the stringing
Fit the stringing to the groove and plane it flush.

Crosscutting with router - might wobble – so use knife
and straight edge. The more conservative you are with
the thickness of the line the better you are!

Sequence of cuts
-Cut the groove
The groove is slightly “v” shaped when cut with
a hand tool.
Router bits leave a squared off groove
-Tools to cut the groove with:
 Scraper tool (piece of old Wood-mizer blade
or hacksaw blade) Make a block with a little
hook of the blade sticking out.

Once you have cut the grain above and below, you can
pick out the unsupported wood with a mini screw driver
or a tool similar to the one Greg created.
Tool for picking out wood in the groove:





Chisel
Knife
Router
o Inlay banding website bit page:
http://inlaybanding.com/stringing.html

o One pass with router. Depth + ½ the
thickness of the stringing. Deep enough
to capture the stringing, but leaves enough
to plane. Never go backwards. One pass
only. Going again to get chips out etc…
will widen the groove. One pass only!
(Continued on page4)
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Inlay Stringing
(Continued from Page 3)

In making the layout on the leg for the stringing, one and
a half the width of the stringing from the edge of the leg is
a good rule of thumb. Use thin stringing on thin legs.
Don’t let the stringing overshadow the wood leg.
Making the Stringing:
Tools
- In order to get the thickness of the stringing
material consistent after you cut it thin on the
table saw, you need to run it through a sander. But
if don’t have one, you run it through a scraper. A
block of wood with a groove in the wood. A
scraper is placed in another diagonal groove. The
blade leaves a gap in the slot. You pull the wood
through the gap to get a consistent thickness.

Commercial veneer is too thin and unpredictable thickness;
however, you can make a plywood style stack.
Cut stinging on bandsaw – can use thickness sander to
thickness blank sheet to size. Cut the stringing from a thin
strip of the final thickness. Many people cut the strip from
the block of holly on a bandsaw because the blade’s kerf is
thinner than a table saw.
Use a MDF panel with a raised lip near the edge. Put the
strip against the raised lip. Use a marking gauge to cut a
string out of the strip. This is not a critical cut. The cut
edge will be either hidden at the bottom of the groove or
planed off when the string is brought flush to the surface of
the piece. Plane the thickness of the stringing if it is still not
thin enough.
Fit the stringing to the groove:
- Be sure not to mess up the corners! If you blow
out the corner by cutting too far you are in trouble.
- Joints on light colored woods will show – darker
woods, not so much
- On dark woods you can use a butt joint
- On light wood (Holly) you need to miter. And
make the miter tight.
- Plane cross grain before the long inlay

- Calipers: Check the thickness with calipers.
- Marking Gauge with cutter (example):

Applying the Glue:

Materials:
Holly and Ebony for greatest contrast. May have to
glue together different pieces to get the thickness you
are looking for (typically 1/16th of an inch).
 Holly - straight grain - Avoid swirls or weird
grain. Also: Aspen, satinwood (see
sawmillNC.com)
 Ebony is better for small straight applications.
Brittle, and won’t bend well. Dyed black
wood is used instead. Easier to bend.
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(Continued on page 5)

Inlay Stringing

Classified Section” of THE SAWDUST

(Continued from Page 4)

Glue:
The glue is going to swell the wood. It is going to swell
the groove (tighten it) and swell the inlay. Work fast. You
want enough glue in there to hold it.

Vance Smith is moving and may still have
woodworking tools and machinery available.
Contact Vance at vrsmith79@att.net .

Get the glue out of the corner before you put in the next
piece that is miter fit.

Do you have some woodworking related items
to sell or items you are looking to obtain?
Send an email to the CWA Google Group
charlotte-woodworkers@googlegroups.com
or
Just email me at roger_callahan@bellsouth.net with a
description of the item(s) and an email address and/or phone
number at which you can be contacted. I’ll include that
information in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is usually published within a week of our regular
monthly meeting and emailed to members and the Google
Group.

Dilute the glue with water (1 part water, to 4 parts glue) to
get the glue to run down to the bottom of the groove.
Use hand plane or scraper to bring the stringing flush with
the surface. The glue is still wet, the wood is still swelled.
Once the glue dries it may pull away from the sides. So
wait 30 minutes before really planning close.

When you start taking the base wood with the stringing
you know you are done. Stringing might shrink after glue
dries so sit overnight before finish passes.
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Shadow/Flag Boxes
by Rob Andrews

Military legend has it that military shadow boxes were originally simple boxes in which sailors retiring from shipboard
service carried their belongings ashore. Superstition held that if the sailor's shadow touched shore before he set foot upon
it that he would suffer ill fortune. By carrying his belongings, a metaphorical "shadow" of himself, enclosed within the
box he could ensure he would touch land before his "shadow.”
To this day sailors, and Fleet Marines, will use a footlocker as the basis for their shadow box; utilize the lift out trays
found in footlockers as their shadow box. Some retirees also utilize the remaining space to store uniforms, hats,
photograph albums, and any other service memorabilia collected over the years.
For all services a shadow box is a very common retirement gift presented by the members of the unit they last serve with
upon their retirement. Shadow boxes are typically presented to members of the military upon retirement and usually
display the various medals and awards a person earned throughout their military career, the US flag, and their final badge
of rank.
While many fine boxes are purchased from a local trophy shop, or a shop specializing in shadow boxes, many others are
crafted by a unit member skilled in woodworking. This is where I come in and why I am writing this article.
As many of you have seen I have made several shadow boxes for various retirees of the NC National Guard (see some
pictures below). Some have been in the shape of, or represented the highest rank achieved by the individual upon their
retirement; this has so far been for senior enlisted personnel. This type of box proudly displays their final rank while
revealing the US flag through a reveal window. The front of this style of box then swings open like the door of a
medicine cabinet to reveal all their badges and awards. I have also made boxes in the shape of the Pentagon, representing
the individual’s last posting. The most difficult I have made is one made using bent lamination to create a case with the
shape of an US Air Force wing-level patch.
Some Shadow Boxes by Rob Andrews:

(Continued on page 7)
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Shadow/Flag Boxes
(Continued from page 6)

In all cases (pardon the pun), there are a few things I have learned and have been asked to share with you. Making the
case of the box is pretty straightforward box work – mitered joints, rabbets for the back, grove for the glass, etc. That
said I have found a few key steps or considerations to a smooth, successfully constructed shadow box.
The first step is to plan out the construction. This includes first determining what you want the box to look like, a basic
triangle, a square, special shape like a pentagon of shield. This then leads to considering the various way of achieving
that shape. A triangle or square is fairly straightforward for most woodworkers, but other shapes may prove more
problematic. While I have found the odd shapes more problematic they have not proven insurmountable, they just take
more time to plan out and execute.
After I’ve determined the general shape of the box I find it important to consider how I want to construct the box,
particularly in connection with how I want to insert and retain the glass front. A sub-step of this is determining if I will
use glass or Lexon (I tend to use Lexon. While generally more expensive, I can cut it to any shape I desire without the
services of a glass cutter, and it is stronger than glass. The downside is if you scratch the Lexon it stays scratched. This
needs to come into consideration when you plan on how you will finish the box). If I plan on using a groove to retain the
glass – the easiest in terms of preparing the wood, but problematic when it comes to assembly and finishing as you will
have to assemble the box around the glass which can lead to breakage; if glass is already in place this can lead to
difficulty in finishing. If I plan on not using a groove, and plan instead to made the sides of the box and then add strips of
wood to hold the glass in place, I now need to consider a facing for the box so as to hide those same strips. If the look of
box I am making calls for a facing, I will typically use this last method as it makes assembly and finishing easier.
However, if the box I am making does not call for a facing then a groove is necessary.
Another key, but standard consideration, is the size flag it will hold. Most cases are designed to hold a 3’ x 5’ flag (13”
on bottom, 9” on diagonal, 2” deep). Others are designed to hold the 5’ x 8.5’ flag (24” on bottom, 16-3/4” diagonal and
2-3/4” deep). These sizes are fairly standard and predicable though a cotton flag may run deeper when folded.
For the display area of the box, the area the badges, awards, patches, etc will be displayed I use felt covered Homasote®
board. Homasote® board is a fiber board made of recycled fibers commonly used for sound proofing. I like if for
military shadow boxes as the board readily accepts pins commonly found on the back of military badges and awards. The
felt readily holds patches, particularly those back in Velcro (hook side). This board is attached to ¼” plywood with
epoxy, a lot of epoxy.
(Continued on page 8)
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Shadow/Flag Boxes
(Continued from page 7)

The plywood back, when assembled, will rest inside a rabbet cut into each side of the box. I have found through trial
and error (lots of error) that the best way to cut this rabbet to size it slightly deeper the ¼” thickness of the plywood
back, say about 5/16” to 3/8” and fairly close to the outside edge of the box, say as close as an 1/8”. This allows for the
maximum amount of lateral adjustment for using screws to attach the back to the box. Remember the side of the box at
the rabbet just has to be thick enough to hide the edge of the plywood and not be too fragile to handling.
---0---

Below is a picture of the Shadow/Flag box I discussed during “Show & Tell” at the August CWA Meeting:
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August Show & Tell
 Gun Box Project by Jim Slomba

 Amish Chair brought in by Mike Pleso

Jim completed this box under the Learn and Build Project lead
by Bob Fields.

Mike purchased this chair while travelling and described some
of its unique design.

Please Bring in Your Recent Project or an
Item of Interest to our next CWA Meeting

Best Quote of Last Few Months

“I cut it again, and it's still too short!”
(Seen on the Canadian Woodworking Forum)
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Boy Scouts of America

Monday Night Open JPM Shop Use

Explorers Post:
We have had keen interest from area Scouts. An
Explorer Post (A co-ed teenage division of Boy Scouts
for 14 - 21 year olds) has been exploring a variety of
areas of wood working in the broadest sense including
framing, cabinet making, furniture making, wood
turning, etc. They' meet at JPM generally meet once a
month on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Any current CWA member who would like to use the
shop is welcome to do so. CWA members are there on
Monday nights at 5:30 pm if you need any advice or
assistance with a project.
Ensure you have completed the CWA ‘waiver form’
before you use any of the tools and equipment and follow the
“Shop Foreman’s” directions and safety procedures.

Post members that want to also join CWA get a student
membership rate of $15/ year.

The CWA meeting raffle could benefit from your donation.
If you have any tools (old or new) or shop supplies you would
like to donate to be raffled, please bring them to the meeting
and let Mike Smith know.

CWA Google Groups

SHOP TOURS

Communicate with other CWA colleagues on Google
Mike Smith organizes club membership shop tours
periodically. The goal is to have shop tours scheduled
that are in the same general geographic area to reduce the
distances traveled between shops and permit time to
adequately tour several shops in a day.

With a single email you can let others know what’s
happening, share some information or get an answer to a
question.
Note: You Can Join This Group on Your Own!

Please sign up even if you don’t have a fancy shop

To join:
If you would like to put your shop on the shop tour list,
please contact Mike at:
mikececilsmith@carolina.rr.com

Create a Google account, if necessary (all they want is a
name, email address and password). Please save your
password in a secure place for future use.

Note: all shop tours are for active CWA members only.
Please refrain from bringing guests, family members,
friends, dogs etc.

Paste the entire line below in your web browser’s address bar

Once enough shops are committed a date will be set.

-

“Sign in” Click the link "Join this Group" (on the right).

-

Once "signed in" select the radio button "Email" at the
bottom and enter a nickname.

-

Send an email out to the group to introduce yourself!

-

Use "charlotte-woodworkers@googlegroups.com" as the
"send to" in an email to send a communication to all
members of the group.
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CWA MEETING PRESENTERS

Boy Scout Woodworking
Merit Badge

All members are asked to keep an eye out for anyone that
might make be a suitable program presenter for our CWA
club meetings. Who knows, it might even be you!

JPM has held shop sessions for Boy Scouts working towards
receiving a woodworking merit badge.

Recent presentations have included:
 Dulcimer making
 Shaker Table Build Workshop
 Wheel making
 Windsor chair making
 Spoon Carving
 Fitting a Drawer
 Power Carving
 Bandsaw Boxes
 Hide Glue
 Tuning up a Wide Board
 Workbenches
 Intarsia Lidded Wood Boxes
 Turning a Peppermill
 Using SketchUp
 Log Cabin Building
 Cutting Ogee Style Feet on a Bandsaw
 Building a Mantle Clock
 Tools and Changes in the Industry
 Workshop Design















This is an outstanding way to introduce young people to
woodworking. With many school shop programs being phased
out this may be the only contact our youth have to a woodshop
and the craft of woodworking.
If you would like to put your name on that list to help or would
like to find out more please contact Fred Miller at:
fredmiller2@gmail.com or Jim Emery at jime@jacksonpark.org
Watch for additional information to be published to the CWA
Google group and in the Sawdust.

Regular CWA Meeting Time and Place

Dust Collection 101
Saw Blades 101, Freud Blades and Router Bits
“Easy Wood Tools" for Woodturning
Small Shops
Finishing
Product Development Presentation (by Stanley Black
& Decker)
Thomas Day Furniture Presentation
Tool Sharpening
Marquetry
Wooden Flute Making
Spoke Shavers
All About Wood
Inlay Stringing

Meetings of the Charlotte Woodworkers Association, Inc are
held the third Tuesday of each month, except for December.
Meetings are held at Jackson Park Ministries Woodshop at
Sentry Post Drive, Charlotte, NC.
See the map on page 13 or check the CWA web site
www.charlottewoodworkers.org for directions.
A social and refreshment time starts at 5:30pm; our meeting
starts at 6:30pm. Come to the meeting early and get to know
your fellow woodworking enthusiasts!

If you know of someone with a woodworking skill that
would be of interest to CWA members please contact
Bruce Bogust at:
(704) 506-0403 or bbogust@carolina.rr.com so we can
see if they will make a presentation/demonstration at
one of our CWA meetings.
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2013 CWA Officers
Bruce Bogust
Vice President, in-charge of
programming
(704) 506-0403

David Powles
President
(704) 506-0403
dpowles42@gmail.com

bbogust@carolina.rr.com

Rob Andrews
Secretary
(704)-861-2705
randrews5@carolina.rr.com

Fred Miller
Treasurer
(704) 650-8520
fredmiller2@gmail.com

------

------

Randy Hock
Board Member at Large
980-207-1226
rhockmd@gmail.com

Mike Smith
Chairman of the Board
704-535-4497
mikececilsmith@carolina.rr.com

CWA Librarian
Maurice Blackburn
(704) 394-8780
MBlackburn1@Carolina.RR.Com

John Seaman
Board Member at Large
704-556-1500
jseaman170@gmail.com

CWA Website
Joe Hattaway
(704) 366-7475
joe.hattaway@gmail.com
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Directions to Jackson Park Ministries

From the intersection of I-85 and Billy Graham Parkway:
1.)
Take Billy Graham Parkway South.
2.)
Turn Right on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be after the main entrance to the airport)
3.)
Turn Right on Airport Drive.
4.)
First left on Sentry Post Drive.
5.)
At the end of Sentry Post Drive there is driveway on the left. Enter here. Using the photo above, drive down the
driveway and around to the warehouse with the “x” on the top.
From the intersection of South Tryon Street and Billy Graham Parkway (where Woodlawn turns in to Billy Graham). Also exit 6
from I-77.):
1.)
Take Billy Graham Parkway North.
2.)
Turn Left on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be at the light after the Tyvola Road exit)
3.)
Follow from Step 3 above…
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CWA FRIENDS

AND

SPONSORS

Please thank them every time you use their services.

"I have a lightning hammer –never strikes the same
place twice”. John Leake

Woodcraft
1725 Windsor Square Drive
Matthews, NC 28105
(704) 847-8300
Charlotte Store

Did you enjoy reading Rob Andrews’
Article on Shadow/Flag Boxes?

WHOLESALE TOOLS
4200 Barringer Drive
Charlotte NC 28217
1-800-438-3580 (Service)
www.wttool.com
5% - 20% discount with current membership card.

Please share your woodworking knowledge,
interesting experience and/or a useful tip
with your CWA colleagues by writing an
article for the CWA Newsletter.

Klingspor's Woodworking Shop
www.woodworkingshop.com
800-288-0000
Irwin Tools
http://www.irwin.com/

Send your article to
roger_callahan@bellsouth.net

FARRIS BELT & SAW
235 Foster Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28203
www.farrisbelt.com
704-527-6166
Complete sharpening services and abrasives

Horizon Forest Products
Greenville, S.C.
http://www.horizonforest.com/
Local Charlotte Salesman Chad Mitchell, 704-401-6426
The Woodworking Source
184 Azalea Road
Mooresville, NC
http://www.thewoodworkingsource.com
Phone: 704-662-9663
Whiteside Machine Company
4506 Shook Road
Claremont, NC
http://www.whitesiderouterbits.com
Phone: 828-459-2141
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