Charlotte woodworkers association, Inc. newsletter

THE SAWDUST

February's PRESENTATION

The February’s presentation was Sharpening and Using Card
Scrapers given by Tony Profera. See more on Page 2.

CWA CLUB APPAREL

John Seaman addressed the meeting that he will be accepting orders
for clothing and hats. This is the preferred clothing when we are in
the public at club events and shows. Hats, vests, denim shirts, jackets
are all available! Please see John about ordering any items. So get
your orders in Now!!
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NEWSLETTER:
If anyone would like to contribute
articles, photos, information or
provide suggestions for the
newsletter; please let me know. We
need to make this a group effort.
Vance Smith, Secretary
vrsmith79@att.net
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“SHARPENING AND USING CARD SCRAPERS ”
SHARPENING AND USING CARD SCRAPERS
By Tony Profera
What are Card Scrapers?
Hard Carbon Steel
Rectangular and Curved Shapes
Assorted Sizes, Shapes, Thickness, Flexibility, and Hardness.
Typically the harder the scraper material the longer it will last before needing re-sharpening. But, the greater the
hardness and thickness of the steel, the more difficult they are to flex and maybe sharpen.
Stanley number 80 Cabinet Scraper – 45 degree angled edge.
Other types of “Scrapers”. Stanley hanled Scraper (paint/glue scraper). Not to be considered here.

Why Use Card Scrapers:
Card Scrapers Smooth edges, Washboard Ripples, Tear Out, and Irregular and Rough Surfaces.
Do not expect miracles on deep tear out, or cracks around knots.
Scrapers can get in spots that planes might not fit (especially once a project is constructed).
Note: Scrapers do not compete with planes for smoothness - a good plane will typically leave a smoother edge on
straight grain board than a card scraper.
Mystery and Frustration. Many woodworkers have given up.
Card scrapers can alleviate a good portion of the sanding on some projects. Start sanding at a much higher grit than
usual.
Card Scrapers can smooth some wood faces that might be very difficult any other way – such as deep tear out
All it really takes is a good method and easy to master techniques to be successful!
Historical woodworking. No sandpaper…how did they do it?
Make Your Own?
Option: Hard carbon steel from old saw blades?
Is this a good use of time? Access to a press brake?
Commercially available card scrapers are inexpensive and will last a long, long time. Set of 4 - $15.00-$20.00
Custom Shaped Scrapers.
Ex: Concave area on crown molding – Option: start with a commercially available scraper and grind to the shape
needed.
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“SHARPENING AND USING CARD SCRAPERS ”
SHARPENING
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Scrapers unsharpened make saw dust and is a good indicator that your card scraper is either poorly sharpened, dull,
or is being used at the wrong angle.
Recently card scrapers are being sold that are sharpened. These are labeled “prepared” scrapers. These cost more.
Card Scrapers need to be sharpened periodically so paying up front is not advised.
Also now being sold as “pre-milled”, not sharpened but ready for the burr to be turned, same advice.
Continues on page 4

One Sharpening Method:
This is my sharpening method. There are many like it but this one is mine:
There are almost as many methods as there are people using them.
This is a very simple method that works for me.
Credit: methods offered by David Charlesworth, Ron Hock, Chris Schwarz.
Preparing the Scraper:
We want the top edge and the side faces to intersect at near 90 degrees.
Flattening the Edges:
Mark the edge with a Sharpie. Hold the scraper firmly in the jaws of a wood vise.
With a fine bastard mill file. Stroke the edges in one direction until the Sharpie line disappears and then a few strokes extra

Continues on page 4
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“SHARPENING AND USING CARD SCRAPERS ”
Flattening the Edges:
Use firm even pressure.
Keep the file 90 degrees to the edge.
A simple wooden alignment jig can be used to keep the file at 90 degrees. The side face of the
jig rides the face of the scraper ensuring the jig is 90 degrees.
Apply pressure to file the edge in one direction only (better control).

Preparing the Scraper Edges and Faces:
With the edges flat we now will need to make the faces (sides) 90 degrees to those edges.
Option: use an inexpensive or retired Silicon Carbide 2 sided Oil Stone (400 & 900 grit). Note: Any
med. grit stone will do. Use what you have and see if it works for you.
Caution: do not use your fine Japanese water stones! The thin hard edge of a card scraper is
too damaging to these stones and makes them dish out very quickly.
Laterally stone the side faces of the scraper with the coarse side of stone – only really needed along
the edge not the entire face. Focus on the 90 degree edge.
Keep the stone oiled
One Option: use the ruler trick to slightly elevate the back end of the scraper. Run the scraper
edge evenly along the stone until any old hook that might have been there is gone and the
side is flat.
Look and feel.
Better Option: slightly lift the back edge to focus pressure on the face edge.
Laterally stone the 2 edges with the coarse stone.
Jig: I use a block of maple cut to the length of the stone to rest the face of the scraper as it
moves along the stone. This ensures that the scraper is 90 degrees to the stone. There are
commercial versions of this jig available.
For a finer edge go through the above 2 steps using the fine side of the stone.
So far our edges and faces should be 90 degrees to each other and reasonably smooth.
Option: Wet/Dry sandpaper on a flat surface can be used to smooth the face of a scraper.
It seems ludicrous to incorporate a process that uses sandpaper to sharpen a card scraper in
order to get away from sanding on a wood project. But, sandpaper does work.
At this point the card scraper is said to be prepared “prepared” for sharpening (creating the cutting
burr). Note: the above steps are not needed to be performed every time.
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To Turn the Burr:
Use a Burnisher (hard steel):

Commercially Available Burnishers (advised):
My burnisher: Round Shaft Crown burnishing tool from Woodcraft. It’s a nice tool! The long
shaft is an advantage.
Shapes - burnishers come with differing shaped shafts (ovoid, triangular). They work too.
These shapes will perhaps make it easier to turn a burr by applying the downward force to a
smaller area?
Veritas makes an enclosed model in which the burnisher steel is encased in a plastic handle.
Make Your Own Burnisher:
Cut a length of wood 1 ¼ x 1 ¼ x 5 for a handle.
Drill a 3/8” hole in that handle long enough to fully encase the drill cutting edges.
Turn a handle and install a ferrule if desired.
Epoxy in a hardened 3/8” drill bit (tip first). Note: the steel in the end of the drill bit must be
harder than the card scraper to turn the burr.
Screwdriver Shaft? Many of today’s screwdrivers are only hardened at the tip. If you have
and old hardened shaft screwdriver that might be used as is.
Use the file test to see if the steel is hard?
Whatever you use, the shaft needs to be hard and smooth (no jokes here please).
Option: harden your own steel?
Draw Out the Edge
Oil the scraper edges and face lightly:
Use commercial honing oil, or the oils from behind your ear or next to your nose.
I prefer the commercial oil.
Protects the burnisher from damage, and makes it slide better.
Set scraper flat on the workbench (approximately 1” from the edge of bench top).
Run burnisher several times along edge under pressure to “draw it out” 4 or 5 times for each
edge.
The bench top keeps the burnisher nearly 90 degrees to the face
Why do this?: According to Ron Hock this hardens the steel along the edge and will make
the burr last longer.
“Turning” the Burr – The Cutting Edge
Install scraper in a vise vertically with 3/8” – ½” exposed and run the burnisher flat along the top of
the edge 2 times under pressure.
This reportedly sets the burr moving to the outside.
Run the burnisher with good pressure at a 10 – 15 degree angle on each side of the scraper edge to
“turn the burr”. Do this several times until you feel the burr along the scraper length. The greater the
angle, pressure and repetitions, the more aggressive the burr.
Try to be consistent with whatever angle you choose.
Feel for the burr!
If you plan to use a holder you can sharpen all 4 edges. If you plan on just using your hands you
might want to hold off on creating a burr on all the other edges. Blood makes a good wood stain, but
can sometimes be difficult to evenly distribute.
Once scraper is sharpened, clean the tool, and protect the cutting edges until you go to use them.
Edge protectors come with many scrapers when purchased. Save them. School project folder
edges can also be used.

Continues on page 6
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Using a Card Scraper:
To use manually:
Flex the tool and push or pull evenly across work piece face:
Adjust the tilt of the blade until you get fine shavings curling off the wood. We are looking for nice
whispy shavings – not sawdust. A little practice and technique will determine your success.
Note: Personally, pushing is easier and feels more controlled than pulling.
Heat generated from the friction of scraping can make the tool hot! Gloves and or sheet
magnet material cut to the size of the scraper are options to insulate your fingers from the
heat.
Use a Scraper Holder (highly recommended – much more control):
Many commercial and DIY types.
Easy to make. We made one in just a few minutes.
Easier to use push or pull.
When scraping pay attention to the grain of the wood, particularly where it reverses and around knots, imperfections, and changes to the grain direction. Alter the direction of your scraping to accommodate the
grain.
IMPORTANT: Do not test out your new learned scraping skills on that high dollar prized quilted maple
board you’ve been saving since Reagan. A little practice goes a long way.

RESOURCES/LINKS:
Scrapers:
http://www.woodcraft.com/Product/2000259/568/Cabinet-Scraper-5-Long-60-mm-Thick.aspx
http://www.woodcraft.com/Product/2000259/569/Cabinet-Scrapers-Set-of-2--Best-Value.aspx
http://www.woodcraft.com/Product/2020021/18878/Straight-Scraper-Set-3.aspx
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/lie-nielsenscraperset.aspx
Veritas: http://www.veritastools.com/Products/Page.aspx?p=148
Lee Valley: http://www.leevalley.com/US/wood/page.aspx?p=49548&cat=1,310,41069 http://www.leevalley.com/US/
wood/page.aspx?p=49548&cat=1,310,41069
Curved Scrapers:
http://www.woodcraft.com/Family/2020022/2020022.aspx
Burnishers:
http://www.woodcraft.com/Product/2000262/8666/CROWN-Burnisher-Scraper-Round.aspx
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/cliftonhssscraperburnisher.aspx
http://www.leevalley.com/US/wood/page.aspx?p=32642&cat=1,310,41070
Bastard File:
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/8millbastardfile.aspx
Scraper Holder:
http://www.woodcraft.com/Product/2004712/7872/Wooden-Scraper-Holder.aspx
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/veritasscraperholder.aspx
Cabinet Scraper: http://www.highlandwoodworking.com/kunzno80handledscraper.aspx
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Show and Tell

Flag Box
Made by Col. Rob Andrews
Bent lamination with DRY oak
Made form with resawn oak strips 1/8” thick. The oak
kept cracking. So I bent ¼ plywood and laminated it front
and back with oak.
The longer I left it in the mold the better it retained the
shape.
The face frame is not bent, just segmented.

Walking Cane
Made by Mike Smith. The handle is dowelled in place. Mike said the doweling jig works great!

Bow Saw
Made by Bob Fields. Made from hickory. Pattern from
Tools for Working Wood in Brooklyn, NY. A recent
article in Popular Woodworking by Willard Anderson if
you are interested in making one yourself.
Bob also made a Hoola Hoop (not shown) Made from a
2x4x 8 cut into 1/8” strips 1 inch wide. Built in a form,
had to taper each piece to make a scarf joint.
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Boy Scouts of America

JPM Shop Use

Woodworking Merit Badge:
Scouts worked on merit badges at JPM this fall in October assisted by CWA members.
Explorers Post:
We have had keen interest from area Scouts. An Explorer Post (A co-ed teenage division of Boy Scouts
for 14 - 21 year olds) has been exploring a variety of
areas of wood working in the broadest sense including
framing, cabinet making, furniture making, wood turning, etc. They meet at JPM generally meet once a
month on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Any current CWA member who would like to
use the shop is welcome to do so! All that is
needed is to schedule the time! If you have
something specific you need to do and you need
our tools or a bigger shop to work in, please do
so!
To use the shop contact Jim Emery at:
JimE@JacksonPark.Org.
CWA members are there on Monday nights at
5:30 pm if you need any advice or assistance
with a project.

Post members that want to also join CWA get a student membership rate of $15/ year.

CWA Google Groups
There is a new method for CWA membership to communicate!
With a single email we can let you know what’s happening. You can also view all the 2009 published
club newsletters.
Note: You Can Join This Group on Your Own! To join:
http://groups.google.com/group/charlotte-woodworkers
Click the link "Join this Group" (on the right).
Create a Google account if necessary (all they want is an email address and password). Please
save your password in a secure place for future use.
Once "signed in" select the radio button "Email" at the bottom and enter a nickname.
Send an email out to the group to introduce yourself!
Use charlotte-woodworkers@googlegroups.com as the "send to" in any email communication
to all members of the group.
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CWA FRI ENDS AND SPONSORS

The Classified Section

Please thank them every time you use their services.
Woodcraft
1725 Windsor Square Drive
Matthews, NC 28105
(704) 847-8300
Charlotte Store
WHOLESALE TOOLS
4200 Barringer Drive Charlotte NC 28217 1800-438-3580 (Service) www.wttool.com
5% - 20% discount with current membership
card.

______________________________
This space is reserved for classified ads! If you have
any woodworking or related items for sale that you
think would be of interest to the membership, or are
looking for a specific woodworking item, please
contact Vance Smith vrsmith79@att.net. Include a
complete description of the item and a couple of
pictures.
Also, check the bulletin board at JPM as other items
may be posted there.

Klingspor's Woodworking Shop
www.woodworkingshop.com
800-288-0000
Irwin Tools
http://www.irwin.com
FARRIS BELT & SAW
235 Foster Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28203
www.farrisbelt.com
704-527-6166
Complete sharpening services and abrasives
Horizon Forest Products
Greenville, S.C.
http://www.horizonforest.com/
Local Charlotte Salesman Chad Mitchell, 704401-6426
The Woodworking Source
184 Azalea Road
Mooresville, NC
http://www.thewoodworkingsource.com
Phone: 704-662-9663
Whiteside Machine Company
4506 Shook Road
Claremont, NC
http://www.whitesiderouterbits.com
Phone: 828-459-2141

Regular CWA Meeting Time and Place
Meetings of the Charlotte Woodworkers Association, Inc. are held the third Tuesday of each month,
except for December. Meetings are held at Jackson
Park Ministries Woodshop at 4001 Sentry Post
Drive, Charlotte, NC.
Please check the web site:
www.charlottewoodworkers.org for directions.
Note: you may see construction on Sentry Post
Drive as they have been working the area of late.
A social and refreshment time starts at 5:30pm; our
meeting starts at 6:30pm. Come to the meeting early
and get to know your fellow woodworkers!
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CWA MEETING PRESENTERS

THE CWA LIBRARY

All members are asked to keep an eye out for anyone that might make be a suitable program presenter for our CWA club meetings. Who knows, it
might even be you!

Books, DVDs and Tools for adjusting machinery are
available from the CWA library for small rental fee for a
month. Contact Maurice Blackburn at :

Recent presentations have included:

MBlackburn1@Carolina.RR.Com

Fitting a Drawer

Also, please help your fellow woodworker and make your
club newsletter even better by contributing a short book
review.

Power Carving

Remember, your review is redeemable for a free DVD

Spoon Carving

Bandsaw Boxes
Hide Glue
Tuning up a Wide Board
Workbenches
Intarsia Lidded Wood Boxes
Turning a Peppermill
Using Sketch Up

The CWA meeting raffle could benefit from your donation. If you have any tools (old or new) or shop supplies
you would like to donate to be raffled, please bring them
to the meeting and let Mike Smith know.

Finishing
Cutting Ogee Style Feet on a Bandsaw
Building a Mantle Clock
Small Shops
Workshop Design

Dust Collection 101
Saw Blades 101, Freud Blades and Router Bits
“Easy Wood Tools" for Woodturning
Intro. to the Lathe - Learn & Build Project
Small Projects
Turning long Stem Goblet
Finishing Round Table
Thomas Day Furniture
Tool Sharpening
If you know of someone with a woodworking
skill that could be of interest please contact Dave
Powles at (704) 506-0403.

Boy Scout Woodworking
Merit Badge
JPM has been holding shop sessions for Boy Scouts
working towards receiving a woodworking merit badge.
This is an outstanding way to introduce young people to
woodworking. With many school shop programs being
phased out this may be the only contact our youth have
to a wood shop and the craft of woodworking.
If you would like to put your name on that list to help or
would like to find out more please contact
Fred Miller at fredmiller2@gmail.com
or Jim Emery at jime@jacksonpark.org
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2013 CWA Officers
David Powles
President
(704) 506-0403
dpowles42@gmail.com

Bruce Bogust
Vice President, in-charge of programming
(704) 506-0403

bbogust@carolina.rr.com

Fred Miller
Treasurer
(704) 650-8520
fredmiller2@gmail.com

Vance Smith
Secretary
(704) 956-4913
vrsmith79@att.net

CWA Librarian
Maurice Blackburn
(704) 394-8780
MBlackburn1@Carolina.RR.Com

CWA Website
Joe Hattaway
(704) 366-7475
joe.hattaway@gmail.com
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2013 CWA Officers

Mike Smith

Chairman of the Board
704-535-4497
mikececilsmith@carolina.rr.com

John Seaman
Board Member at Large
704-556-1500
jseaman170@gmail.com

Randy Hock
Board Member at Large
980-207-1226
rhockmd@gmail.com
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Directions to Jackson Park Ministries

From the intersection of I-85 and Billy Graham Parkway:
1. Take Billy Graham Parkway South.
2. Turn Right on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be after the main entrance to the airport)
3. Turn Right on Airport Drive.
4. First left on Sentry Post Drive.
5. At the end of Sentry Post Drive there is driveway on the left. Enter here. Using the photo above, drive down the
driveway and around to the warehouse with the “x” on the top.
From the intersection of South Tryon Street and Billy Graham Parkway (where Woodlawn turns in to Billy Graham).
Also exit 6 from I-77.):
1. Take Billy Graham Parkway North.
2. Turn Left on Paul Brown Blvd / West Blvd. (this will be at the light after the Tyvola Road exit)
3. Follow from Step 3 above…
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Charlotte Woodworkers Association, Inc.

www.charlottewoodworkers.org
Wood humor

A workman was killed at a construction site. The police began questioning a number of
the other workers. Based with past brushes with the law, many of these workers were
considered prime suspects. They were a motley crew:
The electrician was suspected of wiretapping once but was never charged.
The carpenter thought he was a stud. He tried to frame another man one time.
The glazier went to great panes to conceal his past. He still claims that he didn’t do anything; that he was framed.
The painter had a brush with the law several years ago.
The heating, ventilation and air conditioning contractor was known to pack heat. He was
arrested once but duct the charges.
The mason was suspect because he gets stoned regularly.
The cabinet maker is an accomplished counter fitter.
The autopsy led the police to arrest the carpenter, who subsequently confessed. The evidence against him was irrefutable, because it was found that the workman, when he died,
was hammered.
April Meeting will be Tuesday 16th
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